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“The time is always right to do what is right.”
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

What does it mean “to do what is right?” Well, Dr. Martin
Luther embodied that mindset during the 1960’s Civil Rights
Movement. Acting as the face of the movement, he used all of
the tools availed to him - meeting presidents, participating in
boycotts, marching from city to city, and collaborating with
other Civil Rights leaders - in order to ensure that one day, his
children, grandchildren, and generations beyond would be able
to say “Free at last. Free at last. Thank God almighty, we are
free at last,” (NPR “I Have A Dream”).

But on a practical level, what does it mean “Do the right thing?” One common answer is
doing the right thing when no one is looking. Another is treating others respectfully and with
kindness, the same way that you’d want to be treated. But what happens when it’s just one
person, fighting for what’s right? Honest answer: they become tired, worn out, and potentially
even defeated.

Doing what is right is difficult, one would say almost
impossible, if one stands alone. Doing the right thing when
there is no guarantee of recognition, reward, or definitive
change is challenging and tiring. However, that is why in
MLk’s “I have a Dream” speech, he often says “we.” In order
to make a decisive change, “We cannot walk alone. And as we
walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march
ahead…” (NPR “I Have A Dream”)  This is a sentiment that
we can agree on. Effective change requires multiple people to
fight without giving in. MLK, Roy Wilkins, Bayard Rustin,
Fannie Lou Hamer, and Ella Baker are examples of individuals
that pulled groups of people together to achieve a set goal.

Photo Credit: New York Public Library"Jim Crow
Must Go," Date Unknown

https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/education/students/leaders-in-the-struggle-for-civil-rights/roy-wilkins
https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/education/students/leaders-in-the-struggle-for-civil-rights/bayard-rustin
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Look how far we’ve come! We’ve fulfilled
some of what Dr. King and other leaders
wanted for America. But we still have far to
go. The U.S. continues to marginalize minority
groups, as well as mistreat those deemed as
“other.” So, let’s get to work. Here are some
resources below to become involved.

● VolunteerMatch: A database of volunteer options and business to be
found in Maryland. Users are able to filter options to find events and opportunities - both
in person and virtual - for all age ranges and interests.

● American Civil Liberties Union: An organization that focuses on
providing political information to viewers, lists of on-going petitions for government
officials, as well as learning opportunities for the masses.

● NAACP - A website dedicated to providing learning
opportunities, opportunities to volunteer, information on current events, and more.

*Disclaimer: The list below simply reflects the wide variety of civil rights issues to be found in the USA, not
necessarily the views of the Concordia Preparatory Community.

https://www.volunteermatch.org/search
https://www.aclu-md.org/en/act
https://naacp.org/

