
Honors Composition and Literature 9 

The Hobbit – Summer Reading Activities 

 
NOTES 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien – ISBN-13:  978-0547928227 

 

All ninth grade students are expected to purchase a hard copy of the novel (or borrow from the 

library) for the duration of reading over the summer and discussion once school starts in the fall. 

As you read, make notes in the margins of anything that is interesting or confusing. Highlight or 

circle words with which you are unfamiliar. After reading and annotating the novel, complete the 

three activities listed at the end of the novel’s introduction and bring this assignment and your 

copy of the novel to class on the first day of school. Happy reading! 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Johnson via e-mail: 

joyjohnson@concordiaprepschool.org. 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien (1892-1973) is an internationally renowned fantasy writer and 

academic. Tolkien was a major scholar of the English language, specializing in Old and Middle 

English, Anglo-Saxon and Germanic languages, and classic literature. Twice Professor of Anglo-

Saxon (Old English) at the University of Oxford, he also wrote a number of stories, including 

most famously The Hobbit (1937) and The Lord of the Rings trilogy (1954–1955), which are set 

in a pre-historic era in an invented version of our world which he called by the Middle English 

name of Middle-earth. This was peopled by Men (and women), Elves, Dwarves, Trolls, Orcs (or 

Goblins) and of course Hobbits. (NOTE: While at Oxford, he started a writing group called The 

Inklings, which counted among its members C.S. Lewis.) 

 

ABOUT THE NOVEL 

The full title of the book is The Hobbit, or There and Back Again. It is set in Middle-earth in the 

Third Age. Tolkien did not make up the name Middle-earth. It is a modernized version on the 

name of the world inhabited by humans that was used in ancient northern European languages 

such as Anglo-Saxon (middangeard - Old English) and Middle English (middelerde). It tells the 

story of Bilbo Baggins—the hobbit of the title—and the adventures he becomes involved in with 

Gandalf the wizard and a group of dwarves. The Hobbit was originally a story Tolkien told to his 

children. After its publication, it was regarded as a children’s book, though Tolkien would state 

the book was not originally intended for children. He also created more than 100 drawings to 

support the narrative. In this form it was composed sometime between 1929 and 1936 and was 

published in 1937. It is described as a fantasy novel, a story of heroic quest, and a children's 

story. It is a third-person narrative and has an omniscient narrator. This means that the narrator 

tells the reader the thoughts of the hobbit and also comments on them and the progress of the 

quest. The narrator and the tone of the narration are sometimes comic, and sometimes 

condescending to the reader. This condescension was not unusual in books for children in the 

early 20th century. Over the years, while working on scholarly publications, Tolkien developed 

the work that would come to be regarded as his masterpiece—The Lord of the Rings series, 

partially inspired by ancient European myths, with its own sets of maps, lore, and languages. 

mailto:joyjohnson@concordiaprepschool.org
https://www.biography.com/people/cs-lewis-9380969


SYNOPSIS 

The hobbit-hole in question belongs to Bilbo Baggins, a very respected hobbit. He is, like most 

of his kind, well off, well fed, and best pleased when sitting by his own fire with a pipe, a glass 

of good beer, and a meal to look forward to (which they take six times if they can). Certainly this 

particular hobbit is the last person one would expect to see set off on a hazardous journey; 

indeed, when the wizard Gandalf the Grey stops by one morning, "looking for someone to share 

in an adventure," Baggins fervently wishes the wizard elsewhere. No such luck however; soon 

thirteen fortune-seeking dwarves have arrived on the hobbit's doorstep in search for a master 

burglar, and before he can even grab his hat, handkerchiefs or even an umbrella, Bilbo Baggins 

is swept out his door and into a dangerous and long adventure. The dwarves' goal is to return to 

their ancestral home in the Lonely Mountains and reclaim a stolen fortune from the dragon 

Smaug. Along the way, they and their reluctant companion meet giant spiders, hostile elves, 

ravening wolves—and, most perilous of all, a subterranean creature named Gollum from whom 

Bilbo wins a magical ring in a riddling contest. 

 

It is from this life-or-death game in the dark that J.R.R. Tolkien's masterwork, The Lord of the 

Rings, would eventually spring. Though The Hobbit is lighter in tone than the trilogy that 

follows, it has, like Bilbo Baggins himself, unexpected iron at its core. Don't be fooled by its 

fairy-tale demeanor; this is very much a story for adults, though older children will enjoy it, too. 

By the time Bilbo returns to his comfortable hobbit-hole, he is a different person altogether, well 

primed for the bigger adventures to come and so is the reader. 

 

Writing 

Tolkien uses a variety of styles of writing. Sometimes the narration becomes almost poetic. 

Many of the characters are given their own kinds of speech.  

 Bilbo sometimes is offended by Gandalf or the dwarves and then his speech changes to sound more 

formal and 'dignified' 

 Thorin is usually terse, sometimes angry  

 The trolls use colloquial language and bad grammar  

 Gollum always seems to be talking to someone else, and his speech is full of 's' sounds  

 The language of the goblins is full of violence  

 Tolkien introduces many old and unusual words into the story because he loved language 

 

Themes 

 The development of a reluctant hero  

 Luck and how it serves characters who are brave even when scared  

 Power and its misuse (the Ring symbolizes power)  

 Leadership (the Master of Lake-town is not a good leader) 

 The relationship between the natural world and that of humans or humanlike beings 

 

Main Characters in the Story 

 Bilbo Baggins, the hobbit of the title  

 Gandalf the wizard  

 Thorin Oakenshield, leader of the dwarves; his dwarf companions are: Dwalin, Balin, Kili, Fili, Dori, 

Nori, Ori, Oin, Gloin, Bifur, Bofur, Bombur (NOTE: The names of all the dwarves, and 'Gandalf' come 

from the Icelandic stories written in the Prose Edda. In The Lord of the Rings, Gloin is Gimli's father.) 

https://tolkienlibrary.com/booksbytolkien/lotr/description.htm
https://tolkienlibrary.com/booksbytolkien/lotr/description.htm


 The three trolls  

 Elrond Half-Elven, master of Rivendell  

 Gollum - possesses and loses a Ring which confers invisibility  

 Beorn - a shape-shifter who helps the travelers  

 The Elvenking, lord of the Elves of Mirkwood (NOTE: His name is Thranduil and in The Lord of the 

Rings, we learn he is Legolas's father.)   

 The Master of Lake Town  

 Smaug the Dragon  

 The thrush  

 Bard the Bowman  

 Goblins  

 Wargs  

 The Lord of the Eagles  

NOTE: Many of these characters and beings appear again in The Lord of the Rings.  

 

Important Places 

 Bag End - the name of Bilbo's home  

 Hobbiton - the place where he lives  

 Rivendell - the deep valley where Elrond and his household live  

 The Misty Mountains - where the Great Goblin and his soldier live in caves, and where Gollum lives on 

an island in a lake  

 The Edge of the Wild - the land on the far side of the Mountains  

 The Carrock - a great rock in a river, close to Beorn's home  

 Mirkwood - a vast dark forest where giant spiders live; it also surrounds the underground realm of the 

Elvenking and his people 

 The Long Lake - Bilbo is astonished that any expanse of water could be so big without being the Sea.  

 Lake-town, also called Esgaroth, built out over part of the Long Lake  

 Dale - a town ruined by Smaug  

 The Desolation of Smaug - all the lands that have been destroyed and defiled by the Dragon  

 The Lonely Mountain - ancient home and realm of Thorin's people; taken over by the dragon who 

guards the treasure he has also taken 

 Middle-earth - the place where everything in the story happens (NOTE: Not somewhere Tolkien 

invented, but a modernized form of the medieval name for the whole world in which we live. As 

'middangeard' or 'middelearde' it meant the land in the middle—that is between heaven and the 

underworld. Tolkien chose this name for his world because the events that happen in it are supposed to 

have happened in a very distant or mythic past time before the history we know about.) 

 

Important Objects 

 The Arkenstone - a great white jewel; it was the dwarves' most prized treasure but was left behind when 

they fled from Smaug (also called the Heart of the Mountain)  

 Thorin's Map  

 The Ring  

 Glamdring (elvish for Foe-hammer)  

 Orcrist (elvish for Goblin-cleaver)  

 Sting (these three swords were made in ancient times by elves; they shine when enemies are near and 

are again important in Lord of the Rings) 

 



Connections with The Lord of the Rings  

Bilbo's adventures in The Hobbit happen before the story told in The Lord of the Rings, but the 

story includes moments of foreshadowing: Things happen in The Hobbit which will later be 

important in The Lord of the Rings, such as Gollum calling the Ring his 'Precious.’ The 

petrification (turning to stone) of the trolls in The Hobbit becomes a playful sign of Sam's special 

qualities in The Lord of the Rings. There are many echoes of The Hobbit in The Lord of the 

Rings, but they are often on a larger scale in The Lord of the Rings, or more dangerous and 

serious. For example, on the quests in both books the travelers visit Rivendell for rest and advice. 

After this, in both stories, they experience storms in the mountains.  

 

Songs, Rhymes, Riddles 

The Hobbit includes many songs, rhymes, and riddles that form part of the story and help to 

create characterization, or explain earlier events. Some are more comic, others are more childish 

than songs and poems in The Lord of the Rings, but they are all important in their own ways 

within the stories. They also help to create the distinctive tone of Tolkien's storytelling. 

 

A Note on Pages before Chapter 1  
The map at the very start of the book is important—it is Thorin's map and is not like modern 

maps. It is like medieval maps that display important places and things in pictures. If you look 

closely, the compass directions are not like modern maps. Tolkien explains that this is how dwarf 

maps are made. But medieval maps did not use modern compass points. Tolkien chooses to use 

plural form of 'dwarf' that is not spelled as it is in modern English. He explains his choice at the 

very start of the book, where he also explains the occasional use of 'orc' rather than 'goblin,' and 

provides an introduction to the use of runes. 
 

Sources: Adapted from The Tolkien Library, The Tolkien Society, and Biography 

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS (to be discussed in class) 

1. How do the decisions and actions of characters reveal their personalities? How can a 

person’s decisions and actions change his/her life? 

2. What factors define a person’s identity in The Hobbit? Do individuals have any power 

over who they become, or are their characters entirely determined by static factors such 

as family and race? 

3. What is the role of wealth in The Hobbit? Think about various characters’ attitude toward 

property and material goods. Whose viewpoint does the novel seem to endorse, if any? 

What are the pitfalls of possessiveness and materialism? 

4. How does Tolkien use song in The Hobbit? What purpose do songs serve in the story? 

What do the songs reveal about the characters who sing them? 

5. What is Bilbo Baggins searching for? What success does he have in finding it? What 

does his success, or lack of it, mean for him and others? 

 

 

 



ASSIGNMENT: Complete the following THREE activities. 

DUE: Write all responses directly on this document (NOTE: Feel free to copy/paste onto a 

Google Doc to work on the three activities.) Be ready to submit the completed assignment 

on the first day of school; this assignment will also be posted on OnCampus 

Activity #1 – An Epic Adventure  

In The Hobbit, J.R.R.Tolkien tells the story of a danger-filled quest to recover a lost kingdom 

and its treasures. His story follows a pattern we can find in ancient epics and folktales, and many 

of the characters in his story fit the pattern of characters from these old stories as well. They are 

archetypal characters, which means they play roles that have been part of epic adventure stories 

since the dawn of time.  

 

DIRECTIONS: Read the following descriptions of some archetypal characters. Then match 

each archetype to one of the main characters from The Hobbit, listing TWO attributes of the 

character that explain why he fits that archetype.  
 

THE ARCHTYPES    

A. The Questing Hero 

On a mission to obtain 

some goal, he must 

overcome the obstacles 

that stand in his way. 

B. The Reluctant Hero 

Called to perform great 

deeds, he discovers that 

he possesses powers he 

never suspected. 

C. The Mentor 

Old and wise, he guides 

the hero with his 

knowledge and often 

protects him with 

magical powers. 

D. The Monster 

A destructive force 

that threatens 

civilization, he 

presents the hero with 

his ultimate test. 

THE CHARACTERS    

____ Smaug 

 

____ Thorin Oakinshield ____ Bilbo Baggins ____ Gandalf 

ATTRIBUTES    

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. 

 

1. 1. 

2. 
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Activity #2 – Light and Darkness 

Like many epic adventures, The Hobbit is a tale of the battle between good and evil, which are 

represented throughout the story by light and darkness. Bilbo Baggins begins his adventure in the 

sunny land of the Hobbits, but he soon finds himself traveling though dark nights, dark caverns, 

and dark forests where he must fight against evil creatures to survive. Along the way, however, 

he also learns that light and darkness can be deceptive, for evil can disguise itself with brightness 

while good sometimes conceals itself in the dark. 

 

Directions: Explore the role of light and darkness in the following three episodes from the 

middle chapters of The Hobbit. For each episode, use a graphic organizer on a separate sheet of 

paper to gather words and phrases that describe light and dark aspects of the scene or the action. 

Focus especially on words and phrases that describe Bilbo’s point of view. Then use the 

evidence you have collected to explain on the following chart what Bilbo learns about good and 

evil (light and darkness) in each episode. 

 

Episode Light Darkness 

The Visit to Beorn’s Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Journey through Mirkwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Descent into Smaug’s 

Treasure Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Activity #3 – Characters in Conflict 

Conflict builds throughout The Hobbit, from the comical battle of wits between Bilbo and 

Gandalf at the beginning to the awesome Battle of the Five Armies that brings the story to its 

close. Some of these conflicts are rooted deep in the past, when ancestors of the story’s 

characters competed for power. Some are conflicts based on different points of view, between 

characters who both believe they are right. Whatever their cause, however, all the conflicts that 

arise in this fantasy world can teach us something about coping with conflict in our own lives. 

 

Directions: Use the chart below to examine four conflicts that arise in The Hobbit. Fill in the 

chart for each conflict, then be ready to share your findings during class discussion. (NOTE: 

Remember to include the page number with each specific quote for all four conflicts.) As other 

students report their findings, consider adding more notes to the chart as these details will be 

helpful for the formal writing assignment on The Hobbit. 

 

Characters in Conflict Reason for the 

Conflict 

Two Quotations that 

Detail the Conflict 

How the Conflict is 

Resolved 

Dwarves and Elves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Dwarves and Men 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Bilbo and Thorin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Bilbo and Smaug 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Upon return to school in the fall, Honors students should be prepared for the following additional 

assessments: Comprehension quiz on the plot, characters, and themes of The Hobbit, class 

discussion, and a formal writing assignment in the form of an essay. 

 

 

A NOTE ON ACADEMIC HONESTY AND PLAGIARISM 

The work for your summer reading assignment MUST be the product of YOUR OWN 

READING, CRITICAL THINKING, and WRITING. Using someone else’s ideas, coping 

another student’s assignment or materials from online sources, or collaborating with another 

student and using identical or very similar wording is considered plagiarism and cheating. 

Violations of academic dishonesty will result in a ZERO on the assignment and a referral. 


