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the curious incident of the dog in the night-time 

By Mark Haddon 

Greetings Class of 2025: 

Near the end of An Experiment in Criticism, C.S. Lewis wrestles with the question of why anyone should 
bother reading literature? Ultimately, he seems to say that we read to gain the insights and experiences 
of those with whom we share this world.  Reading simultaneously satisfies and stimulates our curiosity 
about what others think, feel and experience. The act of reading helps us become more cognizant of what 
others think and more empathetic toward what others feel and experience. 

It is difficult to think of another novel that shares the thoughts, feelings and experiences of another 
person’s world as utterly different from ours as that created by Mark Haddon in the curious incident of 
the dog in the night-time. We look forward to hearing your reflections after you read this highly original 
and surprisingly powerful narrative. 

We would, however, like to advise you before you read that the language at many points in the novel is 
coarse and offensive. At first, you will undoubtedly find yourself wincing (surprised, offended or 
embarrassed) at some of the language that is directed at the narrator Christopher. As the story continues, 
however, we are confident that you will see how the inability of individuals to successfully cope with the 
fear, confusion and exasperation that Christopher elicits from them prompts these responses. We are 
also confident that you to see how this language directed at Christopher, a young man who suffers from a 
form of sensory processing disorder, helps you feel his fear, confusion and exasperation as he interacts 
with those around him.  

We will provide you with details about the actual summer reading assignment on June 20th, but wanted to 
take this opportunity to introduce you to the work. 

Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
garydoede@concordiaprepschool.org 
markuszisselsberger@concordiaprepschool.org 
 


