
  

2022-2023 Summer Reading Assignment:   
Composition and Literature 9   
  

The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien   

DIRECTIONS: Please purchase a copy of the novel.  As you read, make notes in the margins of 

anything that is interesting or confusing. Highlight or circle words with which you are unfamiliar.  

Complete the following assignment and bring it with your copy of the novel to class on the first day of 
school. Please answer in complete sentences, writing legibly with correct spelling and observing the 

conventions of Standard English.  As you read, take notes on the characteristics of each of the types of 

creatures mentioned in the novel. Complete the chart on the last page.   
  

Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences using legible handwriting. You may 

type the answers on a separate sheet of paper. If you chose to type the answers, they must be printed 

to hand in during the first week of class.   

  

  

Chapter 1: An Unexpected Party   

1. Explain the purpose of the dwarves’ proposed expedition. Where will they go and why are they 

going there? What is Bilbo’s role? How do the dwarves feel about Bilbo? Why?   

  

Chapter 2: Roast Mutton   

2. Describe Bilbo’s attempt to burgle. What motivates him to do this? How is he caught? How are 

Bilbo and the dwarves rescued?   

  

Chapter 3: A Short Rest   

3. Describe Rivendell’s setting and inhabitants. What sort of feeling is created by the author’s 

description of Rivendell? Provide two pieces of textual evidence to support your opinion.   

  

Chapter 4: Over Hill and Under Hill   

4. Identify and explain three conflicts that characters face during this chapter.   

  

Chapter 5: Riddles in the Dark   

5. Describe Gollum’s appearance and character traits. What and how does the reader learn about 

Gollum through his behavior and speech?   

  

Chapter 6: Out of the Frying Pan Into the Fire   

6. Explain the danger the Wargs pose to Bilbo, Gandalf and the dwarves. How does Gandalf help 

them escape, and how do the Wargs retaliate? Who saves Gandalf? Who saves the rest of the party?   

  

Chapter 7: Queer Lodgings   

7. Describe the “queer lodgings” referred to in the title of the chapter: How and why are the dwarves 

and Bilbo warned about staying at Beorn’s home for the night? How do the dwarves and Beorn relate 

to one another? How does Beorn warn the group about difficulties they may face on their journey?   

  



Chapter 8: Flies and Spiders   

8. Describe the conditions that Bilbo and the dwarves endure as they travel through the forest.  

Identify and explain three difficulties that the group endures during their journey through the forest. 

How do they manage each of these difficulties? How and why does Bilbo finally reveal his secret to 

the dwarves?   

  

Chapter 9: Barrels out of Bond   

9. Explain what happens to the dwarves and how Bilbo rescues them. What is the weak point in his 

plan?   

  

Chapter 10: A Warm Welcome   

10. The men of the village sometimes sing songs of Thror and Thrain coming back one day. What 

will happen, according to these songs, when Thror and Thrain return? How do you believe this may 

be important to the novel’s future events?   

  

Chapter 11: On the Doorstep   

11. Authors choose specific words in order to create a mood, or a feeling, in the reader. In this 

chapter, Tolkien’s word choice helps the reader to feel a sense of helplessness and defeat. Why do 

the dwarves and Bilbo feel frustrated with their current situation?   

  

Highlight the words in this chapter that support this position. Write ten words that help to create this 

mood below:   

  

Chapter 12: Inside Information  12. What chore does Thorin suggest Bilbo complete to 

“earn his Reward”? Who joins Bilbo? Describe how he completes this task.   

  

Chapter 13: Not at Home   

13. Which item does Bilbo decide he would choose for his fourteenth of the treasure? Based on what 

you already know, why might this pose a problem?   

  

Chapter 14: Fire and Water   

14. How do the townspeople prepare for the battle with Smaug? Describe the battle and explain how 

Smaug is defeated. Who do the townspeople choose as king? Why?   

  

Chapters 15 – 18: Create your own questions  

15. Carefully read the chapters. As you make your way through the chapters, create 2 questions for 

each one. Each question should be a “How” or “why” question. Students are not allowed to create  

“what, where, when” questions.  Write them in the space below.   

  

  

    

Poetry #1  

Directions: Read the poem below. Then answer the questions that follow.   

  

Far Over the Misty Mountain Cold   

1. Far over the misty mountains cold  

2. To dungeons deep and caverns old  



3. We must away ere break of day 4. To seek the pale enchanted gold.  

  

5. The dwarves of yore made mighty spells,  

6. While hammers fell like ringing bells 7. In places deep, where 

dark things sleep,  

8. In hollow halls beneath the fells.  

  

9. For ancient king and elvish lord  

10. There many a gleaming golden hoard 11. They shaped and wrought, and light they 

caught  

12. To hide in gems on hilt of sword.  

  

13. On silver necklaces they strung  

14. The flowering stars, on crowns they hung  

15. The dragon-fire, in twisted wire 16. They meshed the light of moon and sun.  

  

17. Far over the misty mountains cold  

18. To dungeons deep and caverns old  

19. We must away, ere break of day, 20. To claim our long-forgotten gold.  

  

21. Goblets they carved there for themselves  

22. And harps of gold; where no man delves 23. There lay they 

long, and many a song  

24. Was sung unheard by men or elves.  

  

25. The pines were roaring on the height, 26. The winds were 

moaning in the night.  

27. The fire was red, it flaming spread; 28. 

The trees like torches blazed with light.  

  

29. The bells were ringing in the dale  

30. And men they looked up with faces pale;  

31. The dragon’s ire more fierce than fire 32. Laid low their towers and houses frail.  

  

33. The mountain smoked beneath the moon; 34. 

The dwarves they heard the tramp of doom.  

35. They fled their hall to dying fall 36. 

Beneath his feet, beneath the moon.  

  

37. Far over the misty mountains grim  

38. To dungeons deep and caverns dim  

39. We must away, ere break of day, 40. To win our harps and gold from him!  

  

1. What story is told in the poem? Write a summary of it that is no less than 3 sentences.   

2. How many stanzas are in this poem? What observations can you make about the rhyming 

scheme?  



3. After reading through the poem, find at least 5 words that were unfamiliar to you. Provide the 

part of speech and the definition that fits the way the word is used in the poem.   

4. Define alliteration. Find an example of it in the poem. After you write the line of the poem, 

write the line number as well.   

5. Define simile. Find an example of it in the poem. After you write the line of the poem, write 

the line number as well.   

6. Define personification. Find an example of it in the poem. After you write the line of the 

poem, write the line number as well.   

  

  

  

The Hobbit: Creatures of Tolkien’s Middle-Earth   

Directions: List at least three characteristics or qualities for each of the following creatures Tolkien 

mentions in the novel. These do not have to be written in complete sentences. The creatures are listed 

in the order they are first mentioned in the novel. The first one is done for you as an example.   

  

1. hobbits   

 enjoy eating; they are usually fat   

 don’t like adventures   

 have hairy feet with leathery soles and don’t wear shoes   

  

2. dwarves   

  

3. trolls   

  

4. High Elves   

  

5. Gollum   

  

6. Wargs   

  

7. Wood-elves  


