
AP English: Literature and Composition 

ENG 201/ENG 102 Dual Credit 

Summer Reading Assignments 

 

I congratulate you on accepting the challenge of Advanced Placement Literature and Composition (or 

taking the course for Dual Credit) as the senior year will introduce you to world literature. Through 

the study of various literary forms over time, we will examine the changes in both writing and 

culture. As part of this program, I ask you to read at least two books over the summer. Both of these 

books can be purchased at any local bookstore, Amazon, or borrowed from the libraries. As you 

progress through the texts, annotate AND note your comments (these can be significant quotes with 

your reactions, reflections on writing styles, or questions you may have) in a notebook or on a 

Google Doc or Word document, which will help with online discussion and essays, and be ready to 

share once school starts in the fall. 
 

 

SUMMER ASSIGMENTS 
In addition to the one required text (Assignment #1), I want you to read books this summer. Books 

of your own choosing, books that interest you; books that you have heard about...whatever. Re-read 

an old favorite. Just read. (Watching Netflix with the subtitles on does not count as reading a book.) 

Read closely, using what you have learned from previous years. Look for details, the use of literary 

devices, the use of symbols, theme, archetypes, etc. Connect the reading to other disciplines (Does 

this story remind you of another you have read? A movie? A song? A person? A historical event? A 

science experiment?). Think about the overall statement that the author is illustrating in the novel. Do 

you agree? Why or why not? Most of all, enjoy your reading! If you are dying for a classic novel to 

read, consider Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (used almost 20 times on the AP Literature Exam); 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte (used over 20 times on the AP Exam) is another good one. The 

Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde (referenced at least 10 times on the AP Exam) is another 

solid work, as it has some almost science fiction references to our current selfie culture. See below 

(Assignment #2) for a list of other suggested reads. These are not difficult books, but the authors 

play with timelines and for some, the language is a bit older, so feel free to ask for help if you find 

yourself struggling. Read. Imagine you’re an athlete, and you decide not to do any sort of physical 

activity for two months. Mid-August will be painful for that athlete, correct? Train your brain: 

READ. Finally, Assignment #3 is the same for all seniors, edit/revise the college application essay 

and be ready to submit on the first day of school (see below for more information). 
 

 

 

 

Assignment #1: READ and ANNOTATE How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively 

and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines by Thomas C. Foster 

 

ISBN: 9780062301673 

 

“And once the storm is over, you won’t remember how you made it through, how you managed to 

survive. You won’t even be sure, whether the storm is really over. But one thing is certain. When 

you come out of the storm, you won’t be the same person who walked in.” ~ Haruki Murakami 



The course will base much of its instruction on this book—take notes. Read this book before reading 

your other text(s) of choice. What does it mean when a fictional hero takes a journey? Shares a meal? 

Becomes drenched in a sudden rain shower? Often, there is much more going on in a novel or poem 

than is readily visible on the surface—a symbol, maybe, that remains elusive, or an unexpected twist 

on a character—and there's that sneaking suspicion that the deeper meaning of a literary text keeps 

escaping you. In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how easy 

and gratifying it is to unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world where a road leads to a 

quest; a shared meal may signify a communion; and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never 

just rain. Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and form, How to Read 

Literature Like a Professor is the perfect companion for making your reading experience more 

enriching, satisfying, and fun. 

 

NOTE: This text is an excellent resource book which will provide students with a common 

vocabulary and structure for readings for the year. In Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s novel The Hound of 

the Baskervilles, Sherlock Holmes and his sidekick Dr. John Watson both observe the villain Jack 

Stapleton carefully, yet their differing interpretations of the same details reveal the difference 

between a "good reader" and a "bad reader." Watson can only describe what he sees; Holmes has the 

knowledge to interpret what he sees, to draw conclusions (inferences), and to solve the mystery. 

Understanding literature need no longer be a mystery. Thomas Foster's book will help transform you 

from a naïve, sometimes confused Watson to an insightful, literary Holmes. Professors and other 

informed readers see symbols, archetypes, and patterns because those things are there—if you have 

learned to look for them. As Foster says, you learn to recognize the literary conventions the "same 

way you get to Carnegie Hall. Practice" (xiv).  
 

 

 

Assignment #2 – Read a Book of Choice: Choose ONE from the following list of novels and 

plays, READ and ANNOTATE, and be ready to participate in online discussion and write 

a response essay when class starts in the fall. In addition, prepare notes and questions to bring to 

discussion. Questions can pertain to a specific quotation, character, plot point, theme, or insight. 

Upon return to school in the fall, students will be required to participate in online discussion for How 

to Read Literature like a Professor as well as the other book/play of choice. One of the postings must 

apply ideas from How to Read Literature like a Professor to the book/play of choice. The online 

responses will reflect an AP student’s intellect and drive, so they will be longer than one or two 

paragraphs and will contain commentary, analysis, and textual support in the form of direct quotes 

with proper MLA citations. Students will be graded on preparation, annotation, participation, use of 

textual support, and contributions to the discussion. There will also be a separate essay regarding 

students’ reading of choice to access their initial writing skills and comprehension skills.  
 

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr  

Go Tell it on the Mountain by James Baldwin  

Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell  

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe  

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien  

Fences by August Wilson  

Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton  

The Awakening by Kate Chopin  

Catch-22 by Joseph Heller  

Love Medicine by Louise Erdrich  

Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami 

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 



Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 

A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving 

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 

All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy  

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 

Wise Blood by Flannery O’Connor 

Don Quixote by Miguel Cervantes 

Americanah or Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

The Stranger by Albert Camus 

Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys 

Beloved or Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton 

My Antonia by Willa Cather 

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 

Beowulf: A New Verse Translation translated by Seamus Heaney 

Tartuffe by Molière 

Oedipus the King by Sophocles  

Candide: Or Optimism by Francois Voltaire 

Othello, King Lear, The Tempest, or Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare 

A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce 

The Metamorphosis and Other Stories by Franz Kafka 

Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue 

Exit West by Moshin Hamid  

The Goldfinch or The Secret History by Donna Tartt  

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi  

In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez 

Equus by Peter Shaffer  

Kindred by Octavia Butler 

The Love Songs of W.E.B. DuBois by Honorée Fanonne Jeffers 

Mudbound by Hillary Jordan  

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri  

Girl in Translation by Jean Kwok 

 Pachinko by Lee Min-jin  

Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward 

There, There by Tommy Orange  

White Teeth by Zadie Smith  

Murder in the Cathedral by T.S. Eliot 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead by Tom Stoppard  

The Glass Menagerie or A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams  

The Road by Cormac McCarthy  

The Kite Runner or A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn War 

The Leavers by Lisa Ko  

Little Bee by Chris Cleeve  

Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett  

Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? by Edward Albee 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35259724-behold-the-dreamers?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=rNvK1BShNV&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30688435-exit-west?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=h2hyf13OUG&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17333223-the-goldfinch?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=njY2fD1WgS&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27071490-homegoing?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=moh1tLtOFv&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/45013993-in-the-time-of-the-butterflies?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=GO0PdZjoG9&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/60931.Kindred
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51183428-the-love-songs-of-w-e-b-du-bois?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=mVGEprjMwe&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2138727.Mudbound?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=MKtMaeL8ga&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33917.The_Namesake?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=Dhtpwo3Tuf&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34051011-pachinko?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=kSTpJJU7JH&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32920226-sing-unburied-sing?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=EqbQPafWLt&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36692478-there-there?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=8oSzse6oxI&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/search?q=white+teeth&qid=
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30753987-the-leavers?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=LbXMcmYpi6&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6948436-little-bee?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=7zIu9DqDO9&rank=1


NOTE: If you wish to get ahead on any of the readings for the year, in addition to a text selected 

from the list above, feel free to read from the following: 

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

Paradise Lost by John Milton  

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 

Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus by Mary Shelley 

*Crime and Punishment by Fydor Dostoyevsky  

*Brave New World by Aldous Huxley  

*OTHER CHOICE SELECTIONS WILL COME FROM THE SUMMER BOOK LIST 

 

The authors and works represented here have all appeared on the College Board’s  

AP English Literature Exam. AP English: Literature and Composition is considered a college-level 

course and, as such, may include readings with mature language and themes. 

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 
Further Reading: How to Read a Book by Mortimer Adler 

Prof. Foster’s Newest Book: How to Read Poetry Like a Professor  

Descriptions for all of these books are available at www.amazon.com 
 
 

 

Assignment #3 – REVISED College Application Essay: As required, part of the summer 

work for ALL seniors is to submit a proofread, revised draft of their college application 

essay WITH the edited draft that contains instructor’s comments from the end of junior 

year (emailed as an attachment in June). The revision of the college application essay will 

be due on the FIRST day of school.  

 

For a list of the Common Application Essay Prompts, visit:  
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2022-2023-common-app-essay-prompts 

For a list of the Coalition Application Essay Prompts, visit:  
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/essays#:~:text=Essay%20prompts%20(2022%2D23),a%2

0positive%20impact%20on%20others. 

 

REMINDER: THE ESSAY MUST BE PROOFREAD (FIRST IMPRESSIONS MATTER) 

AND WITHIN THE WORD LIMIT OF 250-650 WORDS, NO MORE, NO LESS. 

 

 
If you have questions regarding the selections or any of the assignments, please email me at 

joyjohnson@concordiaprepschool.org. The single greatest trick to succeeding on the AP Literature 

Exam, fulfilling the requirements for a college-level writing and/or literature course, building one’s 

vocabulary, and improving critical thinking is to READ. Read every chance you get and read a 

variety of texts. The more you read, the better you will become at reading. 

 

Wishing you all the best for a summer full of reading!  

Mrs. Johnson 

https://www.amazon.com/Fyodor-Dostoyevsky/e/B000APYSC6/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2022-2023-common-app-essay-prompts
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/essays#:~:text=Essay%20prompts%20(2022%2D23),a%20positive%20impact%20on%20others
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/essays#:~:text=Essay%20prompts%20(2022%2D23),a%20positive%20impact%20on%20others
mailto:joyjohnson@concordiaprepschool.org


OPTIONS:  

- Edit/revise the second draft that was submitted at the end of junior year (review instructor’s 

comments BEFORE working on the revision) 

- Select a new prompt from the Common App or Coalition websites and compose a new essay 

- Use an essay prompt from a college/university of choice for a new essay 

- Select from the list of creative essay prompts (sent in an email) and compose a new essay 

Follow these basic writing tips from The College Application Essay published by CollegeBoard:  

 

1. Good writing has a natural, easy-to-read quality. Keep the language and structure simple, 

direct, and clear. Don’t try to hide shoddy thinking behind elaborate language. Use the fewest 

and simplest words possible.  

2.  Strike a balance between a personal and a formal tone. In a choice between a long, fancy 

word and a short, simple one, choose the simple word. Avoid the thesaurus, be yourself, and 

don’t substitute a stuffy style for substance.  

3. Remember that your audience is the admissions committee, not the English faculty’s poet-in-

residence or chairman of the chemistry department. Be intelligent and knowledgeable, but 

above all, be yourself.  

4. Avoid clichés and sentences that sound good but don’t mean anything. Make every sentence 

count. 

5. Avoid worn-out literary sources. Forget “to thine own self be true.” Over-used quotations, 

old saws, and familiar maxims will sap the freshness of your performance.  

6. Use active verbs and vigorous expressions. Instead of “Due to my parents’ coaxing, I decided 

to try once more” say “My parents coaxed me to try again.” Instead of “My interest in sports 

was encouraged by my father” say “My father encouraged my football career.”  

7. Avoid empty words and phrases like “really,” “special,” “unique,” “interesting,” “each and 

every,” and “meaningful.”  

8. Avoid vague and predictable conclusions: “I learned a lot,” “I interacted with others different 

from myself,” “I benefited from the love and support of my family,” “I learned to work with 

others.” 

9. Proofread, proofread, proofread. The essay that began, “If there is one word that can describe 

me, that word is ‘profectionist,’” did not make a favorable impression on the admissions 

committee. An admissions reader may not disqualify you for grammatical errors, but why 

take the chance? Essays are read as an indication of writing skill.  

10. Before submitting the essay, read it aloud and ask a friend, teacher, or parent to look at it as 

well; this will help catch grammar mistakes or any awkward or confusing phrasing. 

 

Coalition Essay Writing Tips:  
https://www.collegeessayadvisors.com/guide-to-the-2022-23-coalition-application-essay-prompts/ 

 

Once students have access to OnCampus for their new classes in late August, refer to the 

REVISED College Application Essay assignment for more details, requirements, and prompts 

for the edited college application essay.  

 

For more information, visit https://www.commonapp.org, https://www.commonapp.org/ready, or 

https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/mycoalition-counselor-all/getting-started-on-your-college-

essay for a series of ready-to-use resources, presentations, training videos, etc. covering everything 

from account creation through submission. 
 
 

 

https://www.collegeessayadvisors.com/guide-to-the-2022-23-coalition-application-essay-prompts/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/ready
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/mycoalition-counselor-all/getting-started-on-your-college-essay
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/mycoalition-counselor-all/getting-started-on-your-college-essay


Suggestions for Annotating Literature 

 
“Every Text is a lazy machine asking the reader to do some of its work.” – Novelist Umberto Eco 

 

Decide on Your Method  

Write in the margins if you own the book. If you don't own the book, sticky notes are good and can 

also easily be removed, or write on a separate sheet of paper/type comments (be sure to note the page 

number and passage to which you are referring). 

 

Passive vs. Active Annotations  

Passive Annotations do not involve much thought or comprehension. Avoid excessive underlining 

and highlighting.  

 

Active Annotations are written connections, questions, and observations. They require readers to 

think and express their ideas. 

 

SIFTT Annotating  

S – Symbols: A symbol is a literal thing that also stands for something else, like a flag, or a cross, or 

fire. Symbols help to discover new layers of meaning.  

I – Imagery: Imagery includes words that appeal to one or more of the five senses. Close attention to 

imagery is important in understanding an author’s message and attitude toward a subject.  

F – Figurative Language: Figurative language includes things like similes, metaphors, and 

personification. Figurative language often reveals deeper layers of meaning.  

T – Tone: Tone is the overall mood of a piece of literature. Tone can carry as much meaning to the 

story as the plot does.  

T – Theme: In literature, a theme is a broad idea in a story, or a message or lesson conveyed by a 

work. This message is usually about life, society or human nature. Themes explore timeless and 

universal ideas. Most themes are implied rather than explicitly stated. 

 

Other Tips and Suggestions 

• Use a pen/pencil to make circles, brackets, and notes. If you like highlighters, use one for key 

passages, but don’t get carried away and don’t only highlight.  

• Look for patterns and label them (motifs, diction, syntax, symbols, images, behavior, etc.).  

• Mark passages that seem to jump out because they suggest an important idea or theme (an arresting 

figure of speech or image, an intriguing sentence pattern, a striking example of foreshadowing, a key 

moment in the plot, a bit of dialogue that reveals character, clues about the setting, etc.). 

• Mark phrases, sentences, or passages that puzzle, intrigue please or displease you. Ask questions, 

make comments, talk back to the text.  

• At the ends of chapters or sections, write a bulleted list of key plot events. This not only forces you 

think about what happened, see the novel as whole, and identify patterns, but you create a convenient 

record of the whole plot.  

• Circle words you want to learn or words that jump out at you for some reason. If you don’t want to 

stop reading, guess, then look the word up and jot down the relevant meaning later. You need not 

write out a full dictionary definition; it is often helpful to put the relevant meaning in your own 

words. If SAT prep has dampened your enthusiasm, reconsider the joy of adding to your “word 

hoard” as the Beowulf poet calls it.  

• The Harvard College Library has posted an excellent guide to annotation: “Interrogating Texts: Six 

reading habits to Develop in your First Year at Harvard.” 

http://guides.library.harvard.edu/sixreadinghabits  

• If you still need help, please visit this supportive essay on how to annotate a text: 

http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/adler.html 

http://guides.library.harvard.edu/sixreadinghabits
http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/adler.html

