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Composition & Literature 10 
SUMMER 2021 READING ASSIGNMENT: 

Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front 
 
 
NOTES 
All Quiet on the Western Front, by Erich Maria Remarque  
 

 

Publisher: Ballantine Books; Reissue edition (March 12, 
1987) – ISBN: 9780449213940 
 
All students will be required to purchase a hard copy of the 
novel to read over the summer and for use during class 
discussion. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Doede 
(garydoede@concordiaprepschool.org) or Dr. Zisselsberger 
(markuszisselsberger@concordiaprepschool.org) via email. 
 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Erich Maria Remarque was born Erich Paul Remark on June 22, 1898 in Osnabrück, Germany. 
He received an education in private Catholic schools and subsequently enrolled in a training 
school for teachers, which he attended until he was conscripted into the German army. At this 
time, he also began writing fiction.  

World War I played a crucial role in Remarque's evolution as a writer. In November 1916, 
Remarque, along with a number of his classmates, was drafted into the German army. After a 
period of military training, his unit was sent to the Western Front. There he took part in the 
trench warfare in Flanders, Belgium. In July 1917, he was wounded by shell fragments during a 
heavy British artillery attack. After a lengthy convalescence he was recalled to active military 
service in October 1918. Shortly thereafter, Germany's imperial government was toppled in a 
revolution, and the country became a republic. On November 11, 1918, the new government 
signed the armistice with the Allies, which ended the fighting. Remarque's wartime experiences, 
including the loss of some of his comrades, made a strong impression on the young man and 
served as inspiration for All Quiet on the Western Front. 

[Source: https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/erich-maria-remarque-in-depth] 
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ABOUT ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT 

In 1929, Remarque scored his greatest, and most lasting, success with the novel, All Quiet on the 
Western Front (Im Westen nichts Neues). The work graphically depicted the horrors and brutality 
of World War I (1914-1918) through the tragic experiences of a group of young German 
soldiers. The novel, a lasting tribute to the “lost generation” that perished in the Great War, 
became an immediate international bestseller. In Germany alone in 1929, the book sold almost 
one million copies. It was translated into more than a dozen languages, including English, 
French, and Chinese. All Quiet on the Western Front earned Remarque accolades generally from 
the liberal and leftist press for the work's pacifist stance. The Nazis and conservative nationalists 
immediately denounced it as an assault on Germany's honor, as a piece of Marxist propaganda, 
and the work of a traitor. 

That same year, German-born Hollywood producer Carl Laemmle, acquired the rights to make a 
film of the book. In May 1930, the American film premiered in Los Angeles and won Academy 
Awards for Best Picture and Best Director. That summer, audiences in France, Britain, and 
Belgium flocked to the film and it received popular acclaim. 

[Source: https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/erich-maria-remarque-in-depth] 
 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT: In connection with your reading of All Quiet on the Western Front, 
complete the following for the FIRST day of school:  
 
 
Paul Bäumer’s Journal Entries 
Use your imagination to fill in the holes of Paul Bäumer’s story with a series of journal entries 
recording his thoughts and feelings about his experiences in the war, his interactions with friends 
and fellow soldiers, and his reactions to things he sees. Each entry will be written in first 
person as if you are Paul Bäumer writing in his diary. (NOTE: This means that you should 
use “I” as you create each journal entry.) 
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REQUIRED ELEMENTS – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY: 
 
Your journal entries MUST include the following:  
   

__ Both a recap of the events AND the thoughts and feelings that Paul Bäumer has about 
them.  
 
__ You should focus on events and/or concerns in the text NOT already covered in great 
detail; however, in general, you should go by what speaks to you the most, or moves you 
the most.  
 
__ Include TWO quotes directly from the book AND a matching page number 
citation that relates to the topic of each entry. Page references should refer to the hard 
copy edition of the book identified above. IF YOU DO NOT INCLUDE PAGE 
REFERENCES, YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THE ASSIGNMENT. 
(NOTE: Either start the entry with the quote and pick up where he left off or add it to the 
bottom of the new entry — refer to the example on the next page.)   
 
__ Write 12 entries, one for each chapter (12 sentences per entry minimum, NOT 
including the original sentence(s) from the book). EACH entry MUST be based on a 
DIFFERENT CHAPTER. There should not be any entries for the same chapter. 
 
__ Please identify each entry by putting the chapter number at the top. Example 
(see also model below): Entry / Chapter 1. 

 
__ The entries themselves should be written PURELY in YOUR VOICE and YOUR 
WORDS; you should NOT include any paraphrases or quotes in the entry itself.  
 
__ MUST be TYPED, in a legible font, with proper spelling/grammar. Handwritten 
versions will NOT be accepted. à Writing that has clearly not been proofread and 
is full or spelling/grammar/spacing errors will receive a 25 point deduction. 

 

Upon your return to school in the fall, be prepared for the following additional assessments: test 
on plot, characters, and themes of All Quiet on the Western Front as well as an essay. 
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EXAMPLE OF A JOURNAL ENTRY: 

Below is an example of a diary entry based on chapter 1, preceded by two matching quotes. 
Please read and study it carefully, and use it as a model for your own entries. Please note that 
you should still write your own, different entry for chapter 1. As a reminder, your journal 
entries will be written from Paul Bäumer’s perspective. 

ENTRY 1 / CHAPTER 1: 

“The soldier is on friendlier terms than other men with his stomach and intestines. Three-quarters 
of his vocabulary is derived from these regions, and they give an intimate flavour to expressions 
of his greatest joy as well as of his deepest indignation. It is impossible to express oneself in any 
other way so clearly and pithily. Our families and our teachers will be shocked when we go 
home, but here it is the universal language.” (All Quiet on the Western Front, 8) 
 
“The notes of an accordion float across from the billets. Often we lay aside the cards and look 
about us. One of us will say: ‘Well, boys....’ Or ‘It was a near thing that time....’ And for a 
moment we fall silent. There is in each of us a feeling of constraint. We are all sensible of it; it 
needs no words to communicate it. It might easily have happened that we should not be sitting 
here on our boxes to-day; it came damn near to that. And so everything is new and brave, red 
poppies and good food, cigarettes and summer breeze.”  (All Quiet on the Western Front, 9-10) 
 

While I am savoring my tasty beans, I am watching my friends and fellow soldiers: Tjaden, 
Mueller, Kropp, and all the others are ecstatic because we got extra food rations. I cannot quite 
enjoy the meal; it was bestowed on us only because the men who should be eating it right now 
didn’t come back alive. Death is all around us, all the time, and I am surprised that I can still do 
simple things like eating without losing my mind. I was so naïve when I volunteered for this 
horrific war, thinking it was something heroic to do for my country. True, I love the camaraderie, 
the friendships; but that cannot distract you from what you see every day, and what haunts you in 
your dreams: the dead bodies of your fellow soldiers. I am so angry at the people who should 
have protected me, especially that cowardly schoolteacher Kantorek, who encouraged us 19 year 
olds to volunteer without telling us about the violence and suffering we would see. I cannot get 
the image of Behm out of my head either: running through the trenches, blinded, then killed by 
shrapnel. It’s so strange: Behm was the most reluctant to join the war, and ended up being the 
first to be killed. Kemmerich will be next; he just doesn’t know it yet. His entire body is infected, 
from the amputation. I could tell when we visited him in the field hospital, and saw his pale, 
yellow skin. We tried to hide his fate from him, and reminded him he’d go home soon. I am 
lying to myself, too; but I cannot acknowledge the horror of it all and still survive.  

è SCROLL DOWN FOR SOME IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON ACADEMIC 
HONESTY, PLAGIARISM, AND OTHER FORMS OF CHEATING. 
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A NOTE ON ACADEMIC HONESTY & PLAGIARISM: 

 

The work for your summer reading assignment MUST be the product of YOUR OWN 
READING, CRITICAL THINKING, and WRITING. Using someone else’s ideas, coping 
another student’s assignment, copying materials from online sources (such as book summaries), 
or collaborating with another student is considered plagiarism and cheating. 

Violations of academic honesty will result in a ZERO on the assignment and a referral to 
the Principal. Submitted assignments that violated academic honest cannot be redone.  


