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Into the Wild 
Welcome to American Literature.  My name is Brendon Keene, and I am excited to work with you this next year, 
exploring our identities as individuals and as Believers through the lens of the written word. 

This is my fifth year at BLS, and I previously taught for three years at Mount Rainier Lutheran in my hometown of 
Tacoma, Washington.  I earned an English degree from Covenant College in Georgia and studied abroad at the 
University of Oxford.  After college, I served in AmeriCorps, where I discovered a love of teaching.  I entered a  
graduate program at the University of Puget Sound and was blessed with an English position at an amazing school! 

I clearly enjoy reading, writing, and working with young people, but I also spend time hiking, sketching, and 
learning about obscure history.  Most of all, you’ll find that I love creative answers, big ideas, and deep thinking  
about our place as Christians in this world. 

As I reflect and prepare for the fall, I would like to thank you for welcoming me into your community.  I will be in 
further contact as we start school, but for now, I would like to get us started with some summer reading.  Please look 
over the assignments below and pace yourself to complete them by the start of the school year.  Feel free  
to contact me at any time with questions or concerns.  Thank you again, and may God bless your summer break. 

Text 
To prepare for American Lit, you will need to purchase hard-copies of all course texts.  (NOTE:  See list on back) 
For your first assignment, please read Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer. 
Honors students also need to prepare for your first paper by reading The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

Assignments 
In connection with your reading, you will need to complete the following for the first day of school: 

McCandless' Journal Continuation 
 - use your imagination to fill in the holes of McCandless' story with a series of journal entries 
  - include both a recap of the events and the thoughts that McCandless has about them 
  - focus on events in the text not already covered in existing McCandless journals 
  - include a matching page number and sentence copied from the book with each entry 
 - write 14 entries (10 sentences per entry minimum, not including your copied sentences) 
 - include 4 original pieces of artwork that illustrate scenes from your entries 
 - may be typed or hand-written in a legible font, with proper spelling / grammar 

Reflective Journal 
 - imitating McCandless, reflect upon some of your own highlight experiences this summer 
  - explain the events that happened and your actions within them 
  - reflect on what lessons you might learn from these experiences 
 - write 14 entries (10 sentences per entry minimum) 
 - must be typed, size 12 Times New Roman font, with proper spelling / grammar 

Upon your return, be prepared for the following additional assessments: 
Reflection and Classroom Discussion on Major Themes 
 - what sources does McCandless look to in forming his beliefs about life? 
 - how do McCandless' beliefs impact the ethics of his daily life?  In what ways do they not? 
 - in what ways does McCandless provide us with an example of the American Dream? 

Comprehension Test on the Plot, Characters, and Themes of Into the Wild  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Examples 
McCandless' Journal Continuation - April 28, 1992 

I wasn’t exactly sure how I was going to get here from the highway, but I met this guy named Jim.  He was nice 
enough, gave me a lift in his pickup to the edge of Denali National Park.  At the same time, he clearly didn’t think 
that I knew what I was doing.  He tried to scare me with stories about bears and starvation and wild rivers.  He kept 
shaking his head when I told him my plans to hunt small game and to gather local plants.  He practically begged me 
to go with him to town instead.  I did let him give me a pair of boots, a little food, and his phone number before I got 
out of his truck - in a few months I’ll call him up and return those boots with a polite ‘thank you.’  I know that Jim 
was just trying to watch out for me.  I realize that there are amateurs who try to live off the land every year and fail, 
but I’m not one of them - I am Alexander Supertramp. 

The human spirit is a wild thing, and nature is the fire that refines us.  Society makes us soft, but in every generation 
there have been men who struck out on their own, who wanted to be tested, and who overcame.  When I left home, I 
wanted to be one of those men.  I’ve trained and I’ve practiced, and today, here I am, at the edge of the last frontier. 

“‘There was just no talking the guy out of it,’ Gallion remembers.  ‘He was determined, real gung-ho.  The word that 
comes to mind is excited.  He couldn’t wait to head out there and get started.’” - pg 7 

Reflective Journal - June 27, 2011 

I’m in my third day of battling nasal allergies, but in between sneezing, I embarked on the annual sweeping-of-the-
roof in the rain.  I read a chapter of Chesterton that wasn’t as interesting as some of the earlier ones.  I took a nap 
that was longer than intended and delivered a check for my mom to the fuchsia club.  In between, I began tweaking 
curriculum overview stuff, but I didn’t really get as much done there as I ought to have for the time invested. 

One of the most-quoted warnings from Scripture is from Revelation against being ‘lukewarm.’  Be ‘hot’ or ‘cold,’ 
don’t just sit there.  TS Eliot said that we live in an age of ‘moderate virtue and moderate vice, where people do not 
lay down the cross because they have never taken it up.’  Today seems a perfect illustration of that.  It wasn’t a 
terrible day, but it wasn’t great either.  It was just sort of there, and that’s less useful than either alternative.  On a bad 
day, you learn things; on a great day, you celebrate.  On an in-between day, you sit.  That’s just not good enough. 

So much depends upon the perspective taken, on whether I allow myself to remain lukewarm when I notice myself 
drifting that direction, or whether I rouse myself from slumber and do something with my mind or my body.  Daily 
bread is not just enough to keep us alive; it’s what we need to live. 

Required Book List  (Total Cost = Approximately $42 OR $74 for Honors - all estimates rounded up) 
Please purchase hard-copies of the following texts; use the ISBN to ensure matching page numbers within the class. 
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer - ISBN 978-0-3854-8680-4 - price $10 on Amazon 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain - ISBN 978-0-4862-8061-5 - price $6 on Amazon 
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemmingway - ISBN 978-0-6848-0122-3 - price $8 on Amazon 
The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald - ISBN 978-0-7432-7356-5 - price $8 on Amazon 
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut - ISBN 978-0-3853-3384-9 - price $10 on Amazon 

Honors students will also need to purchase the following texts: 
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne - ISBN 978-0-4862-8048-6 - price $5 on Amazon 
12 Years a Slave by Solomon Northup - ISBN 978-1-6316-8002-1 - price $5 on Amazon 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck - ISBN 978-0-1430-3943-3 - price $12 on Amazon 
The Color Purple by ?=Alice Walker - ISBN 978-0-1560-2835-6 - price $10 on Amazon 


